DRAFT MINUTES

Operational Coordinating Committee

Meeting Notes  January 6, 1999
Caveat:  These notes are not formal minutes.   While every attempt is made to provide accurate notes, the informed reader may find errors or omissions.  Please send comments and corrections to Dan Barber, PG&E tel. (415) 973-3026 or email dpb2@pge.com.  The minutes will be posted to the Web site after they have been approved by the OCC at the next meeting on February 3, 1999.

The meeting was opened by Aaron Thomas and introductions were done by all participants.  The minutes from the last meeting of December 2nd and the agenda for today’s meeting were approved.  The sequence of the agenda was changed to accommodate a conference call on billing issues and to combine some new issues with the reports on sub-groups.

Reports from Subject Specific Sub-groups:

Meter Specific Services - No news to report.  Next meeting will be January 12th in San Diego

Meter Usage Data - Jim Price gave an update on the summary recommendations for EDI implementation.  The sub-group wants to go in from of Rule 22 in February.  

· An issue was the role of the MDMA and what should be sent if a customer changes data types i.e. cumulative to interval in the middle of a billing cycle.  Jim will send out a description of this and set up a conference call  to try and reach consensus. 

· A 3 day meeting on meter usage is being set up to finalize the business rules, allowing billing folks to review and start some of the technical formatting issues.   Emails will announce the dates for this meeting.  It is hoped that the conference call will take place before this meeting.

· Another issue that they want to finalize is the format and timing for the 12 months usage data for EDI.  Jim Price will send a notice through the exploder to solicit input on EDI Implementation documents.  Jim Price will also initiate a conference call to discuss differing positions, identify the rational behind each position, and attempt to reach consensus on recommended approaches for handling different types of data in a single cycle (i.e. cumulative and interval).

Operations Manual - Making progress with the cutting and pasting with the Phase One design.  They are scrapping off graphics and forms and giving narratives on policies.  Next meeting is January 8th in SF.  They will note the differences in policies for the manual and hope to have this done by January 30th.  Issues for Phase II include:

· Costs and associated value of Phase II

· Resources for Phase II

· Getting more ESP involvement for Phase II and beyond

SDPI(Service Delivery Point Identifier) - Lorenzo Kristov reported on the conference call on 12/18 and gave out a handout summarizing some of the issues.

· Requesting the CPUC to extend the 180 day order for getting the SDPI number into all transactions

· Formalizing the SDPI format

· Getting scenarios flushed out for assigning the SDPI at the same level

The next meeting of the SDPI group has been set up for January 20th in San Diego.

Using the number permanently and how to assign the number will be discussed then.

STEP Process - Eric Woychik was not present at the OCC meeting but Mark Schindel gave a brief overview of the process.  A small discussion was raised about the value and purpose of this group.  The next meeting of the STEP group was held on January 7th before the Rule 22 meeting.

Billing Business Rules - Ernie Lewis gave an update on this sub-group.  They have discussed both re-billing and adjustments to bills using thresholds by customer size or amount of adjustments.  They have found several discrepancies with MDMA scenarios and VEE rules.  More discussions with the MASR process will be discussed at the February 22nd meeting.   Ernie asked for more participation with after settlement adjustments and got the following people to assist him.


Janie Mollon

New West Energy


Carol Ray

C3 Communications


Lorenzo Kristov

CEC


Andrea Deveau

Commonwealth Energy


Marilyn Ferrara

Arizona Public Service Energy Services


Dan Barber

PG&E

This group will try and meet before the meeting on 1/19 in San Diego.

A discussion was then held on the billing section of the issues matrix.  Several issues were further defined and some were dropped.  PLEASE REVIEW THE ISSUES MATRIX POSTED WITH THESE MEETING NOTES.  

A discussion was held about the tax exempt status issue and that was moved to the miscellaneous section.  Items pertaining to this issue include:

· How to Pass

· ESP’s role and getting a consensus on sharing this inf.

· Policies on how this will be managed

Aaron Thomas will set up a conference call for all who are interested in this.

New Business Items

DASR Account Maintenance Process - Janie Mollon stated that she only had gotten 5 responses from her request for DASR issues and most of these were on clarification.  Mark Schindel handed out  a list of proposed rules and policies for DASR consistency that was discussed at that sub-group meetings in June and July.  It was discussed that their is a need for clearer policy decisions.  Participants were asked to send any DASR policy issues for business rules etc. to Chris Alba at SDG&E.  Chris’s email address is


calba@sdge.com

Chris will then consolidate this and categorize the issues.   Ryan Goldman will assist Chris and set up a meeting to discuss these on January 21st.

Responses of UDCs to Accommodate Switching Times -  A discussion was held with each of the UDCs giving their procedures and time frames for switching customers when no meter change is needed.  Each UDC then explained their switching logic where no meter change is required.  After defining the issues it was decided to fold this issue into the DASR policy issues list and discuss at the meeting on January 21st.

Jim Price Issues included:

· Need to start planning an Internet solution for EDI because of Resolution E-3582.  After discussion it was decided to wait and hold a meeting after the next OCC meeting in February.  The meeting is not specifically tied to Resolution E-3582.  Rather, OCC recognized value in evaluating the potential cost benefits and related security issues associated with moving from VAN transmittal to Internet transmittal of EDI data.  

· Organization of the Rule 22/OCC web site for 1999.   Jim gave out a handout which described some changes for the web site he would like to see changed for 1999.  Among them were:  moving the front page for Rule 22, using the email exploder for communication, highlight major findings in a specific directory and creating a calendar database.   All of these ideas were accepted by the participants and a round of applause was given to Jim for all of his efforts in this area.  Jim will proceed with these changes and hopefully have them in affect sometime before January 18th.

Potential Impacts of the 12/3/98 SPURR/REMAC Decision -  After discussion on these issues, that the decision was very transaction specific that there was no work for the OCC in this area but that we would keep our eyes open on these proceedings to see how they could affect Direct Access in the future.

Next Meeting -  The next meeting of the OCC will be on Wednesday, February 3rd in Room 307 77 Beale Street, San Francisco starting at 10 a.m. and finishing no later than 5 p.m.
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