Rule 22 Tariff Review Group 

Wednesday, June 2, 1999

NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, June 30, PG&E, 77 Beale Street, Room 308, 10:00 a.m.

Meeting Minutes
Following introductions (see attached list of attendees), we began the meeting with a discussion of two "process" items:

1. We reviewed the Rule 22 Group’s process for "approving" agreed-upon changes to business practices.  Participants seemed to feel comfortable with the current approach, in which the OCC and its subgroups works to finalize and recommend a formal change to business practices, then the Rule 22 group reaches consensus that the change will be made by market participants.  In practice, “consensus” is achieved by talking the issue through until no participant objects to the change.  As a refinement to this process, the Energy Division will send notes to the e-mail “exploder” announcing that a change has been recommended and is pending, and inviting parties to attend the Rule 22 meeting if they have concerns.  This step is intended to ensure that adequate notice has been given to all parties about future changes.


2. We discussed the re-designed DA Website (thank you, Jim Price), which may be viewed at  http://ora.ca.gov/wk-group/.  The Energy Division circulated some suggested changes to the new design, which Jim is taking under consideration.  

· Update on Standardized “Letter of Agreement” (UDC representatives)


Since this issue was raised at the May Rule 22 Meeting, the UDCs have been meeting among themselves in an effort to develop a single format for statewide use.  Once completed, hopefully before the July Rule 22 Meeting, they will circulate the “draft” form, seek comments and feedback, and hopefully reach agreement that the new form will work for Direct Access purposes.  THEN, the UDCs will get internal approval to use the new form for ALL utility customers.

Standard of Review:  the UDCs will send the draft to all “billing agents”, who should review the draft and inform the UDCs if there are still any features missing from the form that they would like to be added.

CPUC Approval:  It is not clear at this point whether the revised form must be submitted to the CPUC for approval.  In the past, SDG&E has gotten its form approved via the Advice Letter process, while SCE and PG&E have not.

· Dual Billing vs. ESP Consolidated Billing (PG&E)


After an extensive discussion, PG&E proposed to organize a separate meeting for parties to discuss issues surrounding the potential use of Dual Billing as an indirect means of actually providing ESP Consolidated billing.  PG&E asserted that ESPs should not be able to use dual billing to create what is in effect ESP Consolidated billing.  We generally discussed and speculated regarding the extent to which this may be happening, then decided to hold the separate meeting.  As of this writing (June 22, 1999), PG&E has postponed any separate meeting until AFTER the July Rule 22 Meeting.  Instead, we will hear an update on this issue, and whatever has developed in the last month.  (see the May AGENDA for PG&E’s original write-up on this issue)

· Proposed Changes to Streamline Rule 22  (Don Fellows, Edison)

On May 25, Don Fellows “exploded” an updated version of the “streamlined” Rule 22 reflecting the comments he received from various parties on an earlier version circulated at the beginning of the year.  The group discussed the next steps to take, procedurally speaking.  At the request of the Group, Steve Roscow checked with ALJ Wong and received the word back that changes of this nature should be submitted via a Petition to Modify the relevant decision (most likely D.97-10-087, though several subsequent decisions also ordered specific Rule 22/Rule 25 language).  The reason for this approach is that it gives all parties adequate notice and opportunity to comment to the Commission on any proposed changes.  Therefore, parties should review the Edison draft with an eye toward eventually reaching agreement submitting these changes to the Commission via a Petition to Modify 

· Reports from Operations Coordinating Committee (OCC) Sub-groups
(See the OCC Minutes for detailed reports from the June 1st OCC Meeting; these minutes were “exploded” to the e-mail list on June 10, 1999)

· SDP Implementation Group

· DASR Consistency/Account Maintenance 

-
Implementation of 814 and 810

· Meter Specific Services

· Billing Business Rules

· Meter Usage Data

· Operations Manual/Documentation (Inactive)

· STEP (Inactive)

· Schedule of Next Meetings:  as noted above, since Monday, July 5th is a holiday, we agreed that the best time to hold the “July” OCC and Rule 22 Meetings is Tuesday and Wednesday, June 29 and June 30, respectively.  Both meetings will be held at PG&E, 77 Beale Street, Room 308 beginning at 10:00.
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