Electric Settlement Workshop

August 29th & 30th, 2000

Summary Descriptions of Topics

Introduction - Members of the CPUC Energy Division and the California ISO will kick off the seminar by explaining why we are here, what the goals of the workshop are, give some examples of ISO settlement disputes and an overview of the settlement process.

Forecasting/Scheduling - The Forecasting/Scheduling session is oriented to load-serving ESPs and will cover the process of establishing a forward market schedule with the ISO.  A brief overview of the forward markets and their historic share of total grid load will also be included.  The role of forecasting as the initial step to establish a forward market schedule and the potential UDC and ISO resources to assist in the forecasting process will be discussed.  The relationships between the ESPs to the SCs and the SCs to the ISO and the process of establishing a forward market schedule will be included in the scheduling section.  The Scheduling section will also include the ISO processing and additional ISO charges associated with forward market schedules.

Meter Aggregation -  Presenters will provide information related to meter usage data.  Presentations will provide an overview of the various processes associated to Validating, Editing & Estimating. (VEE), Exception processing and the application of load profiles and distribution line losses (DLFs).  The presentation will conclude with timeliness and submitting settlement quality meter data (SQMD) by the SC.  This presentation is targeted toward personnel working with meter data from data acquisition from the meter through the submittals of MDEF files to the ISO.

Settlement - This session is broken into three sections.  The first section will cover the ISO Settlement Process and will include basic overviews and definitions of the current ISO charge types, methods of calculations, timing dispute processes and good practices.  The second section will cover the Power Exchange and it’s settlement process.  Topics in this section will be the PX process workflow, the PX calendar and timing, invoice processing, statements, dispute process and good practices for settlements.   The third section will cover how Enron does their settlement process.  This presentation will include the roles and responsibilities of the market entities, dispute resolutions, Enron’s settlement process flow and the lessons learned that alert issues that may lead to a post-settlement adjustment. 
Unaccounted for Energy (UFE) - The presenter will begin with an explanation of what UFE is and what are some of the key causes.  The presentation will capture where the market is today in reference to UFE and where UFE has been since the inception of the market.  A description of some of the corrective actions taken to prevent UFE from continuing to be high in the California market will be covered.  An overview of how UFE is calculated and allocated to the SCs will also be covered.

Usage Data Reconciliation (UDR) – The presenters will provide background concerning UDR including: authority for developing it, an explanation of how it works, and the specific types of reports provided.  The presentation will describe SCE’s experience for 1999 and provide data concerning quarterly results and examples of the  settlement problems identified.  The presentation will also explain how the UDR results can be used to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the ISO mandated audits through independent third party validation of settlement results and by focusing on the key problem areas.  The presentation will conclude with an update concerning UDR status in each of the three UDC’s service territories, and responses to questions from the audience.  The presentation will be targeted for settlement personnel, ESP/SC management, and auditors responsible for fulfilling the annual ISO audit requirement. 

SC Self Audit  - The presenter will provide background on the audit requirements and the process used to establish the scope and timeline for the implementation of the audit.  They will then discuss the findings that were reported to the ISO in the SC's audit reports and how they impacted the market as a whole.  A discussion will be held on  how we feel the market is running, good practices and the ISO's recommendations to SC's and the CPUC. The good practices section will cover processes or procedures that we felt were good to share with the market to give people new ideas on how to

process and validate meter data.  The presentation will conclude with some of the options that the ISO is looking at for future SC Self - Audits. 

Wrap Up  -  There will be a panel of presenters who will be available for a question and answer session on all topics covered in the seminar.  Closing comments will then be given by the CPUC.

