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Q  1	What is the purpose of your testimony?


A  1	I will address meter ownership segmentation proposals presented by ORA and Enron.


SEGMENTS FOR NEW INSTALLATIONS


Q  2	Both ORA (p. 8) and Enron (pp. 21-22) suggest that the Utility Distribution Companies (UDCs) should offer a separate meter ownership credit for new installations where a PG&E meter is never installed.  Why didn’t PG&E offer such a segmentation?


A  2	PG&E believes this issue is best addressed under the line extension rules.  As of July 1, 1998, the line extension rules will provide an allowance for installation costs, including the meter.  If the developer chooses not to have PG&E install a meter, the developer can use those savings toward other hook-up costs.  


ORA’s proposal is also impractical to implement in PG&E’s billing system.  To determine whether a customer receives a meter ownership credit, the billing system will check the DASR information and determine whether the customer has a Meter Service Provider.  This will enable PG&E to track whether a customer owns the meter which is installed at its premise, but will not enable PG&E to track whether a PG&E meter was ever installed at the customer’s premise.


SEGMENTS FOR IN-PLACE METER SALE


Q  3	PG&E’s meter ownership credit is reduced for the costs of refurbishment of returned meters.  ORA argues that utilities should be allowed to sell their meters in-place to customers and ESPs (p. 8).  PG&E would avoid the cost of refurbishing returned meters, and the meter ownership credit would be higher.  What is PG&E’s response?


A  3	PG&E is not required to allow customers to purchase the existing PG&E-owned meter on their premise, and does not believe that this alternative would be economic for its customers.  Therefore, PG&E has not developed a charge or credit for this situation.


Furthermore, as with new installations, PG&E finds it impractical to have two separate meter ownership credits (one for a customer that returns its meter when an ESP installs a meter and one for a customer that purchases the in-place PG&E meter).  Again, although the billing system can track whether the customer owns the meter on its premise, it is impractical to track whether the meter the customer owns was previously a PG&E meter.
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