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NOTICE OF WORKSHOP





Friday October 16, 1998  10 am to 5 PM


Commission Auditorium 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA


TO DISCUSS ADVICE LETTERS IMPLEMENTING SERVICE FEES FOR BILLING SERVICES PURSUANT TO D.98-09-070:





To clearly define the service fees proposed by each utility.





To map and match between utilities the activities that underlie the service fees, noting where differences lie.





To clearly define the positions of other interested parties and the reasons for the inclusion or exclusion of an activity or estimate.  





To resolve as many issues as possible regarding the level of the service fees to be implemented by Commission Resolution on or before January 1, 1999.





Pursuant to D.98-09-070, Ordering Paragraph 2, PG&E, Edison, and SDG&E shall file advice letters on or before October 7, 1998 to implement service fees applicable to entities providing revenue cycle services.  The decision also directed Energy Division to conduct a workshop to address these service fee filings.  The purpose of the workshop is identified above.  Applicants may supplement their advice letters based on successful resolution of any issues raised at the workshop.  The Energy Division will prepare a resolution for Commission consideration addressing these service fees.





D.98-09-070 did not adopt the billing offsets proposed by Edison and PG&E.  The decision instead allows the UDCs to recover such costs in service charges to ESPs.  In their advice letter filings, the utilities are to clearly present the menu of service fees for partial and full consolidated billing services to ensure that ESP’s undertaking full consolidated billing are not being charged for services not received.  Based on the workshop, Energy Division must prepare a resolution regarding which fees and associated charges are reasonable.  The decision also states that the Commission does not intend to allocate these charges to the general body of ratepayers as a matter of fairness and consistent with sound pricing principles.





The workshop will be held in the Commission Auditorium, located at 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco CA, on October 16, 1998.  The workshop will be conducted from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., if necessary.  Any member of the public may attend this workshop.  The Commission’s Auditorium is wheelchair-accessible.  Questions regarding the workshop should be addressed to Kathryn Auriemma of the Energy Division (phone:  415-703-2072; FAX:  415-703-5953; e-mail:  kdw@cpuc.ca.gov).





In order to maximize the productivity of time spent at the workshop, interested parties should review the utilities’ October 7 advice letters prior to the workshop and be prepared to discuss them.  Parties may prepare written comments on the utilities’ advice letters, and distribute those comments by e-mail to the parties in A. 97-11-004, et. al. in advance of the workshop date.  Issues not resolved at the workshop will be addressed in protests and replies to advice letters pursuant to General Order 96-A.  





To accommodate implementation of the unbundling of revenue cycle services on January 1, 1999, Energy Division must prepare its resolution for consideration by the Commission no later than the December 17, 1998 Commission meeting.   Energy Division therefore anticipates the following schedule: 





Event						Date





Utilities’ Advice Letter Filings		October 7, 1998





Workshop					October 16, 1998





Supplements to Advice Letter Filings	October 21, 1998


(If necessary based on discussion at workshop)





Protests to Advice Letters Due		October 27, 1998 (if no supplements)


						November 10, 1998 (if supplements)





Responses to Protests				November 2, 1998 (if no supplements)


						November 16, 1998 (if supplements)





Resolution Considered by Commission	December 17, 1998








CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE








	I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Energy Division “Notice Of Workshop To Discuss Issues Related To Service Fees” on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.


		Dated October 1, 1998, at San Francisco, California.





                                                                                                                         


 			   Pamela Mullick








N O T I C E





Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.





The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities.  To verify that a particular location is accessible, call:  Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.





If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703-2074 or TDD# (415)703-2032 five working days in advance of the event. 





A.97-11-004, et. al.




















