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Q  � seq Q �1�	Is it possible for PG&E to implement functional component based rates for billing calculations on January 1, 1998?


A  � seq A �1�	PG&E does not believe it is possible to meet a direct access implementation date of January 1, 1998, if billing with functionalized rates is mandated.  PG&E’s concerns about this issue were expressed in our January 28, 1997, letter addressed to Commissioners Knight and Neeper.  PG&E’s current proposal minimizes the cost, risk and complexity of modifying the billing system, while maximizing the ability to be ready for January 1, 1998 installation.


Q  � seq Q �2�	Does PG&E plan to develop the capability to implement functional component based billing?


A  � seq A �2�	Yes.  PG&E will evaluate the capability to do functional billing and plans to report on that capability by April 1, 1998.  This timing will allow PG&E to give an accurate projection of an implementation schedule for functional component based billing.
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